
 

 

Issue 6: 2007-08 / Summer Term 

… giving your travel direction 
THE NEWS 

Welcome to the latest issue of The News: a round up of trips, tour operators and the latest updates from the world of school tours and 
expeditions. We hope you enjoy the read and find something that inspires you to start planning a trip.  

We are not ashamed to say it: here at the STC we are, well, a little bit different!  In fact, we believe we are unique in the UK. But with no 
other company offering quite what we do, i.e. free independent advice, free booking management services and the ability to 
significantly reduce the hassle when arranging a trip, we do get a fairly steady stream of “where’s the catch?” type questions. With an 
offer as good as ours, a little scepticism is not surprising, so we thought we would provide a quick run down of the benefits of our 
service. See inside for 8 good reasons why you should book your next trip or expedition through the STC.  

It’s been a very busy few months for us and we have amassed a huge amount of material that we would dearly like to put in this 
edition, but there just isn’t the room! Thanks to all of you who entered the “where in the world” competition in the last edition of The 
News. The answer was indeed New Zealand, as so many of you correctly stated - we obviously made it far too easy! Congratulations 
go to Garret Nagle of St. Edward’s School in Oxford, whose name was drawn out of the hat to win the case of wine. Look out for more 
competitions in future issues, or “earn” yourself some wine by recommending our service to friends or colleagues planning a group 
trip. For more information and how to qualify, check out issue 2 of THE NEWS on our website.  

To enable us to offer you as many different tour and expedition options as possible, we are constantly on the lookout for new tour 
operators that will add increased depth and diversity to the range of companies we already deal with. Since our last newsletter we are 

delighted to have signed up four new companies, including 
one of the UK’s most respected expedition companies, a 
specialist diving & marine conservation company, and a small 
niche operator dedicated to history and archaeology tours of 
Italy and Greece.  We also welcome to the fold a company that 
has a simply fantastic product in India. With prices starting at 
just £950 per person including flights, UK leaders, free teacher 
places and all food, we are sure we will be sending lots of 
business their way in due course. More details overleaf.   

If you are toying with the idea of a trip and want to sound out 
its feasibility with a friendly, independent, and well connected 
company, then we’d be delighted to hear from you. To all our 
clients who are off on adventures in the coming months, we 
wish you happy travels and we look forward to hearing all 
about your adventures on your return… All the best, Adrian. 

The Atlas Mountains from Marrakech 

Deserts, Canyons & Oases: Moroccan Geography for £650 pp 

We have featured Morocco in a previous 
issue of THE NEWS, but we have recently 
been working on such a good trip that we 
thought it deserves another mention.  

In addition to the fantastic trekking, culture, 
adventure and project work that Morocco 
conjures up with seemingly incredible ease, 
Morocco is a geographer’s dreamland. It is 
one of the best places in the world to 
experience desert geography and the 
struggle of human survival in this harsh 
environment.  

For an in depth geography tour of a 
multitude of desert environments, you 
should start east of the Atlas mountains in 
the “Jebel Sahro”, a region of contrasting 
landscapes: mystical flat mountains, bizarre 
rock formations, deep canyons, fertile valleys 
and oases. Nomadic and semi-nomadic 
communities are resident here, adding a 
human dimension to the stark landscapes. 

From here, you can head into the classic 
dunes of Foum Tizza - in perfect contrast to a 
visit to bustling Marrakech and the villages 
and pastures of the Atlas Mountains.  

To fully appreciate all that the region has to 
offer, it is vital to get away from the roads 
and head off on foot. With traditional Berber 
hospitality, fabulous Moroccan food and 
nights spent camping under the desert stars, 
Morocco is nothing but magical! Itineraries 
can be tailored to individual groups’ abilities, 
but a specialist tour operator is vital, and we 
know just who to contact... 

8 days including flights, all food and free 
teacher places start from as little as £650 
per pupil. Get in touch for more details 
and we will be happy to tailor-make a trip 
to your requirements.   



 

 

Incredible India: Incredible experiences - 10 days for just £950pp, 15 days for £1,250pp 

Earlier this year, when we first heard of the Sitlakhet trekking camp in the foothills of the Indian Himalaya and the Shivpuri rafting 
camp on the banks of the Ganges, we knew instantly that it would be a hit with schools. The combination of adventure, discovery, 
religion, culture and geography is, as we suspected, creating great interest, and we already have a group heading out to the region 
this summer.  With prices starting from just £950 per person for a 10 day all inclusive trip (apart from visas), this is certainly the 
best value introduction to Indian culture and adventure that we are aware of.   

The trips are a relatively new offering from one of the UK’s leading school adventure tour operators. They have been thoroughly 
researched, come with an impressive safety management system and are delivered complete with UK leaders and an experienced 
and dedicated team of professionals in India. The programme at each camp and during the time in Delhi can be tailored to individual 
requirements and the two camps can be joined together into a 2-week programme for only £1,250 per person. 

Also on offer are 9 day tours of the classic Golden Triangle of Delhi, Jaipur and Agra, visiting timeless sites such as Delhi’s Red Fort, the 
Amber Palace,  the fortified ghost town of Fatehpur Sikri and the stunning Taj Mahal.  If you would like more details, a brochure or to 
discuss the possible options in more detail, then please get in touch.  

Shivpuri Rafting Camp  

Rafting, kayaking, culture & religion 
This well equipped centre is reputedly one 
of the best rafting camps on the Ganges, 
and its location couldn’t be improved - on 
a sandy bank just outside the famous holy 
city of Rishikesh.  

In addition to the excellent rafting and 
kayaking overseen by local guides and 
qualified UK watersports instructors, there 
are opportunities for dawn treks, 
badminton, volleyball, yoga and 
meditation. In Rishikesh (visited by the 
Beatles in 1968) you can visit Hindu 
temples, ashrams, the Indian Military 
Academy and a variety of local schools.  

Best Time to Go: October - April 

Sitlakhet Trekking Camp  

Trekking, geography, culture & religion 

Standing proudly on a hill at 7,000ft in the 
foothills of the Himalaya, with 
breathtaking views across to India’s 
highest mountain, Nanda Devi (7816m), 
Sitlakhet trekking camp offers an 
outstanding educational experience.  

There are many opportunities including 
excellent day treks and an overnight 
survival trek, visits to remote mountain 
villages, temples, local schools and 
subsistence farms. The area is a 
geographer’s nirvana and there are plenty 
of opportunities for learning about 
traditional Indian life, music and dance, as 
well as art and photography.  

In a 10 day trip there is also time to visit 
the travel icons of Agra and Delhi.   

Best Time to Go: October - July 

The Golden Triangle 

Delhi, Jaipur & Agra: culture & religion 

This is the classic introduction to India, 
taking in the masterpieces of Moghul art 
and architecture and some of the wealth 
of history and religion that India just 
oozes.  

In addition to the classic sights in Delhi, 
Agra and Jaipur, there are numerous 
opportunities to focus on religion as well 
as visits to local schools and a shelter for 
homeless children.  

Best Time to Go: October - April. Our 
summer months are possible, but it will be 
very hot and humid.  

Counting the cost of expeditions: There is another way... 
With many pupils using fundraising to obtain a place on expeditions, it is important to 
realise the impact these trips have on the wider economic community of a school. Every 
school has a finite fundraising capability and expensive expeditions can take up a 
sizeable chunk of it. However, if you can reduce the price of a trip whilst maintaining the 
educational benefits, sense of adventure and safety, then there is greater fundraising 
potential for other projects the school may have planned.  So how can you do it? 

It all comes down to approach. Many schools could significantly reduce their expedition 
expenditure by making a subtle shift in how their expeditions are delivered.  

If you are interested in reducing your expedition costs, while maintaining first class safety 
systems, responsible project work and adventurous itineraries that will challenge your 
pupils physically, mentally and emotionally, then give us a call.  We will provide a free 
independent appraisal of your needs, making sure you end up with the most cost 
effective solution for your expedition. We can offer you the products and services of 
dozens of school expedition and adventure travel companies and believe no other 
company in the UK can offer you such a range.  



 

 

Recommended Reading: “Stranger in the forest” 

Every now and again you read a book that gets right under your skin. 
Eric Hansen’s “Stranger in the Forest” is just such a book. Often 
described as “the best jungle book ever”, his account of his solo 
4,000km journey (of which 2,300 km was on foot) through the heart 
of the Borneo rainforest is a spellbinding travelogue that makes you 
both laugh out loud and want to cry.  

His descriptions of travelling through the jungle, the feelings of 
humility faced with the might of a huge all-consuming rainforest, the 
skill and patience of his Penan tribal guides and the complicated 
bartering system used in the highlands, provide an intimate look at a 
vanishing way of life. 

It is an absorbing, often chilling, account, but Hansen’s humour, 
humanity and careful research prompted the highland tribal people 
to take him into their world and to share their secrets. Highly 
recommended reading.  

 

 

 

8 Good Reasons: to book with the STC 

Independent travel advice and consultancy 
We offer practical advice and assistance from start to finish, 
based on both independent and expedition travel in over 
50 countries worldwide, with extensive experience of 
arranging trips in many more. Tell us what you want to 
arrange and let us do the work for you.  

Tour operator search service 
One of our most important roles. Through our knowledge 
of the industry we will find you the most appropriate tour 
operator or expedition provider for your requirements. We 
only deal with the best in the business - companies 
recognised as leaders in their field who have proven track 
records. 

Bringing the destination to life 
We specialise in helping create imaginative, tailor-made 
itineraries that enable you to get “under the skin” of your 
destination. Itineraries that bring a destination to life, 
inspiring, challenging and developing young people’s 
understanding of our natural and human world.  Where 
project work is included, it is highly rewarding for 
participants, but, more importantly, highly beneficial to 
locals.  

Comprehensive proposals and assisted trip launches 
Comprehensive proposals including the reasons behind 
our recommendations, details of the tour operator’s 
experience and expertise, the itinerary, inclusions and 

exclusions, pre-departure 
information and details of 
how to proceed are always 
provided. We will also create 
an A4 summary of the trip to 
help the launch to pupils and 
parents. We can also, often 
along with the tour operator, 
come to your school to give a 
presentation if required.  

 
 

Free booking management services 
If you decide to make a booking, then our service to you 
doesn’t stop there. We are your first point of contact from 
start to finish, and will work on your behalf right up until 
you depart to make sure that all pre-departure 
considerations, planning and documentation have been 
covered and are correct.  

50:50 Carbon Offsetting Scheme & Responsible Tourism  
We will go halves with you on offsetting the carbon 
emissions from your flights.  You can also be confident that 
any trip arranged through us will minimise your impact on 
the environment and culture of your destination, while at 
the same time maximizing the positive economic benefits.  

Outstanding customer service 
We provide a first class customer service from friendly, 
knowledgeable staff.  We will respond to all emails within a 
maximum of 24 hours and will keep you informed of the 
progress of your enquiry or booking at every stage.  There 
is no excuse for poor customer service.  

140 countries, 7 continents, a world of possibilities 
We help arrange a wide variety of tours (geography, 
biology, history, archaeology, cultural, religious studies, 
language and music), link-school visits, expeditions and 
community and conservation based project work.  

We can cater for schools and colleges from aged 10 up to 
6th form, scout and guide groups, charity challenge events, 
overseas corporate team-building and personal/family 
holidays (small group adventures and tailor-made).  

Global School Partnerships 
The British Council has introduced an on-line course providing an 
outline of the principles and practices of global learning 
partnerships between schools in the UK and schools in Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and the Caribbean. If you are considering setting up a 
link, then for more information go to www.britishcouncil.org/
globalschools-onlinecourse.htm  



 

 

Contact Us 
The Specialist Travel Consultancy Ltd 
PO Box 514 
Exeter 
EX1 9DW 
Tel: 0845 838 7667 
Fax: 01392 891078 
Email: info@thestc.co.uk 
Web: www.thestc.co.uk  
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FREE trip to Peru anyone?  
This year the tour operator Acorn Venture are 
introducing Peru to their existing operations in India, 
North America and Europe. To help launch it, they are 
offering an inspection visit this autumn - the 
inspection visit costs £1,200 but this will be fully 
reimbursed with a subsequent group booking.   

The 10 day visit (24th Oct - 2nd Nov ) takes in many of 
the main sights in southern Peru including Cuzco, the 
Sacred Valley and Machu Picchu, Lake Titicaca and the 
Uros Islands, and Lima. Spaces are limited, so if you are 
interested in securing a place on this trip, you really 
need to contact the STC as soon as possible.  

“Acorn in Peru” is the brain child of Phil Alcock, 15 
years a director of Acorn, 15 years a modern 
languages teacher and 3 years a resident of Peru.  His 
intimate knowledge of Peru offers schools an in depth 
look at one of South America’s most fascinating 
countries, with all the backing of a market leading 
school tour operator with independently accredited 
safety management systems. 

10 day cultural tours are being offered for £1,800 per 
pupil including flights, food and free teacher places. 
Itineraries can be tailor-made to include possibilities 
for dedicated geography tours, options for adventure 
(rafting, trekking, kayaking), biology assignments, 
Spanish language tuition, pre-Columbian and Inca 
Cultures, the Spanish conquest, and visits to local 
schools.  

For more information on the inspection visit and a 
wide range of tour options with Acorn and other tour 
operators, contact the STC on 0845 838 7667.  

Wish you were here? 

Liquid Conservation: Underwater expeditions 

Through our recently signed up specialist diving operator we are 
now able to offer schools project-based SCUBA expeditions that 
enable participants to get involved in vital reef survey work.  

At the heart of such a trip is the excellent “Reef Check” course. 
This course, certified by Reef Check (a volunteer, ocean 
conservation organisation) enables divers to become part of the 
world’s largest international coral reef monitoring programme.  

Integrated into the practical course are lectures and briefings on 
marine and coral habitats that improve species identification 
skills.  Our dive operator compliments this with intensive 
buoyancy training and initial PADI training if required.   

With a sufficiently large group size (10 divers minimum) a school 
can then incorporate an actual reef survey into their expedition, 
helping marine park and coral reef managers to form a complete 
picture of the local reefs – information that is vital to a reef’s long 
term protection. Two week expeditions on Tioman Island off the 
east coast of Malaysia start from around £2,000 per pupil.  

For novice divers it is possible to get PADI qualified and conduct 
the Reef Check course within a two week period, but time on an 
actual survey would be limited. A two and a half week trip would 
enable pupils to go from complete diving novices to providing 
valuable input in a 4 or 5 day reef survey.  

Contact us for more information.  


