


 

 

Creating links and partnerships with schools in other countries 
adds a global perspective to education and brings significant 
benefits to teachers and pupils alike.  

For those unfamiliar with such partnerships, the idea is that 
through internet video conferences, projects and many other 
methods, schools share ideas, values, teaching practices and 
elements of the curriculum. This helps all involved to understand 
what it’s like to grow up, live and work in another culture, 
environment and country. Languages, geography, art and ICT 
are all good subjects in which a link can be formed, but almost 
any subject is potentially viable.  

While many links often start as subject related, many progress to 
involve a host of cross-curricular topics. Strong links help 

develop a better understanding of a whole range of issues from 
fair-trade and the environment, to human rights, music, 
nutrition, religion, politics, art and sport.  

Teacher and pupil exchange visits re-enforce the bond between 
partnership schools. Many schools can get funding from the 
British Council (and other charities) towards reciprocal visits. This 
enables teachers and pupils to visit each others’ schools and 
learn different and often enlightening teaching methods.  

Vibrant links can bring a real sense of internationalism to not 
only the school, but also its community, and in the longer term 
also provide great opportunities for school leavers wanting to 
commit to worthwhile projects as part of a gap year. 

If you would like more information on school partnerships and 
how to establish one, visit: www.globalgateway.org.uk. The 
site is packed with useful information for those already linked 
with a school too. 

We are delighted to be working with a number of schools 
arranging partnership visits and short tours, as well as extended 
expeditions in countries as diverse as China, Rwanda and Ghana 
(see article below). If your school already has one or more 
international links in place and you would like to discuss travel, 
tour and adventure opportunities as part of a visit, then contact 
us at the STC and we will be pleased to run you through all the 
possibilities.  

International School Links: Education gone global 

If your school has yet to venture into the 
realm of international links, adventure 
travel or expeditions, we thought we 
would share with you one school’s recent 
first time foray into this field of extra-
curricular education.  

Newcastle 6th Form College created a link 
with a secondary school in central Ghana 
in March 2007. The link has flourished 

quickly, with reciprocal teacher visits 
planned for the spring along with a 26 
day expedition to Ghana this summer by 
15 students and 2 staff.  

The college is working to bring together 
the many educational aspects of the trip. 
The business studies department is 
assisting with the expedition PR and 
marketing plans, while many other 
departments including sports science, art, 
general studies, history and geography 
are all using the trip as a means to bring 
learning to life.  

The students are having to put significant 
time, effort and creative thinking into 
fundraising much of the expedition cost, 
but the college is also supporting them 
whole-heartedly and applying for grants 
from a number of organisations to lessen 
the financial burden.  

During the expedition itself, the group 
will spend seven days at their link school 
in Kumasi, taking part in lessons and 
helping out in an orphanage which the 
Ghanaian school supports. The rest of the 
time is filled with an adventurous look at 

the highlights of Ghana; from tribal 
villages, former slave trading posts and 
mud mosques to volcanic crater lakes, 
waterfalls, women’s art co-operatives and 
the legendary Akosombo Dam. 

Interspersed amongst all this are foot 
safaris in search of elephant, dugout 
canoe journeys to stilt villages, 
explorations of the rainforest canopy, and 
visits to sacred shrines. We are also 
hoping to include a visit to a fair-trade 
cocoa plantation.  

Ghana is a quintessential West African 
country, full of life and rhythm, and a 
world away from everyday life in the UK. It 
is the perfect environment to challenge, 
educate and open young eyes to the 
world and give them the opportunity to 
develop important life skills such as team 
work and communication.  

We wish them a very successful trip and a 
long and enriching school partnership.  

Educations in Life: School links and expeditions 



 

 

Active Adventures: What gets your heart pumping? 

We like nothing more than putting together active trips that get the blood pumping. Actually, that’s a white lie, we would prefer to 
be out there doing it, but we also have to pay the bills and in any case, we reckon our job is probably the next best thing! Whatever  
your passion, mountain biking, trekking, mountaineering, caving, rafting, sea-kayaking, horse-trekking, (I could go on!) it’s highly 
likely that we can put together a tailored itinerary, in terms of duration, cost and ability, to meet your exact needs.   

With 30 UK tour operators offering trips in over 140 countries, it would be impossible to give you a full range of options here,  but we 
have included four suggested itineraries that will hopefully inspire you to get in touch to discuss your plans.  

Sea Kayaking 

Hinchinbrook Island & the Coral Sea 

Lying off the coast of tropical Queensland, 
Hinchinbrook is Australia's largest island 
national park. It is an area of breathtaking 
beauty with waterfalls, tropical rainforests, 
precipitous headlands, coral reefs and 
granite peaks rising 1000m out of the sea. 
This wilderness and the unspoilt sandy 
bays are simply perfect for sea kayaking.  

With the kayaking usually kept to the 
mornings, there is ample time each day to 
beachcomb and snorkel the translucent 
waters, while at night you camp on the 
beach and dine on fresh seafood. A real 
highlight of this trip is the chance to see 
turtles, dolphins, dugongs, Mantra Rays 
and even Humpback Whales.  

Cost: 7 days approx £800 per 
person excluding international flights. 

When: May - November 

Trekking 

Around Nevada Alpamayo 
This wonderful trek makes a loop through 
the Cordillera Blanca in central Peru. The 
start is at the fabulous blue lakes of the 
Llanganuco valley, beneath Huascarán 
(6786m), before crossing high passes to 
trek beneath Alpamayo (5947m) - voted 
the most beautiful mountain in the world. 

This is a demanding 14 day trek, mostly at 
altitude, crossing high passes over 4,600m 
but the rewards are tremendous and there 
is plenty of time for acclimatisation. You 
will get stupendous views of fluted snowy 
peaks and dramatic glaciers from day one, 
look down on deep glacial valleys and 
turquoise lakes and encounter local 
people as they graze their sheep on the 
high mountain slopes.  

Cost: approx £2,350 per person including 
international flights. (21 day trip UK - UK).  

When: June - September 

Mountain Biking 

Jebel Sahro & Draa Valley 

A moderate 8 day off-road trip through 
some of Morocco’s best scenery with the 
date palms and lush oases of the Draa 
Valley, the imposing volcanic gateway of 
Bab'n'Ali, the stunning Dades gorge and 
the Sahara with its ochre sand dunes.  

You will witness a traditional way of life, 
passing isolated Berber settlements where 
nomads tend their herds of goats, and 
ride through numerous villages with mud-
brick houses and ancient kasbahs. The 
riding itself is exciting, but not too long or 
technical, making this the ideal 
introduction to off-road adventure biking. 

Cost: approx £1,150 per person including 
international flights & bike hire. 

When: October - April 

Multi-Activity: Trekking, Caving, Rafting 

Borneo Jungle Explorer  
A true expedition combining physical activity with in-depth 
exploration of the jungle and the people and wildlife that make it 
their home.  

The 17 day trip starts in Mulu National Park with a visit to the 
stunning limestone cave system and the option of a day’s 
exploration of some of the remoter cave systems in full caving 
gear. From here you head into the jungle on a seven day 
adventure, trekking the “head-hunter trail” through dense jungle 
before building rafts to float downstream to a traditional Iban 
longhouse - at 300m long it is literally a village under one roof! 

Travelling out again by longboat, you willl move on to the 
biggest challenge of the trip - the pre-dawn ascent of Mount 
Kinabalu (4101m). At the end of the trip there is a visit to the 
largest Orang-Utan rehabilitation centre in the world at Sepilok 
where you can learn about the habits and conservation of the 
'orange man of the jungle'. 

Cost: approx £2,000 per person including international flights. 

When: All  year round, but ideal weather is from June - 
September. 




