


Suggested Itineraries 
2 weeks: Cultural tour by bike 
Days 1/3 Depart UK, arrive Hanoi. Visit the 
Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and other city 
highlights on a cycle tour.  
4/5 Cuc Phuong National Park, home to 
the endangered primate rescue center. 
Visit ancient capital of Hoa Lu. 
6 Transfer to Hue. 
7/8 Transfer to Hoi An. Cycle the 80km Hai 
Van Pass for magical coastal views.  
9 Cycle into the Central Highlands, home 
to many little visited hilltribes. 
10 Cycle through the Coffee plantations 
and forested hills of Buon Ma Thuot. 
11/12 Downhill to the coastal resort of 
Nha Trang. Boat trip among islands. 
13/14 Head back into the mountains to 
the former French hill station of Dalat. 
15/16 Ho Chi Minh City: Experience the 
bustle of Saigon before flying home. 
 

2 weeks: Trekking northern hill tribes 
Days 1/2: Overnight flight to Hanoi 
3: Hanoi sightseeing; overnight train to 
Lao Cai 
4: Climb Sapa Hill to Cat Cat & visit Hmong 
people 
5-7: Trek between tribal villages & 
homestay in local villages; return to Sapa 
8: In Hanoi 
9/10: Halong Bay boat trip; return to Hanoi 
11/12: Overnight flight to London 

1 month: Adventurous expedition 
1/2: Overnight flight to Hanoi 
3: Hanoi sightseeing; train to Lao Cai 
4: Climb Sapa Hill to Cat Cat & visit Hmong 
people 
5/9: Trek to the summit of Mt. Fansipan; 
return to Sapa 
8: In Hanoi 
9/11: Explore Halong Bay by boat and sea 
kayak. 
12/15: All aboard the Reunification 
Express, visit Hue and Hoi An. 
16: Head into Central Highlands, trek to 
remote village. 
17/21: Community project in tribal village 
helping community build pathways, 
buildings or water supplies. 
22/25: Head to Nha Trang for relaxation 
amongst beaches and islands 
26: Drive to Ho Chi Minh. 
27: City tour of Ho Chi Minh & Cu Chi 
tunnels 
28: Tour of Mekong Delta. 
29: Final day in Ho Chi Minh, flight home.  
30: Arrive UK 

National Holidays 
1 Jan: New Years Day 
Jan/Feb: Vietnamese New Year (dates vary 
with lunar calendar) 
3 Feb: Founding of the Communist Party 
8 March: International Women’s Day 
26 March: Youth Day 
30 April: Liberation of Saigon 
1 May: International Labour Day 
1 May: Ho Chi Minh’s Birthday 
1 June: Children’s Day 
27 July: Memorial Day for War Martyrs 
19 Aug: Revolution of 1945 
2 Sept: National Day 
20 Nov: Teachers’ Day 
22 Dec: Army Day 

Festivals 
“Tet” - The country wide festival in late 
January or early February marks Vietnam’s 
new lunar year and the re-emergence of 
spring. It is the most important festival in 
the country.  Celebrations often go on for a 
week or longer and involve fireworks and 
firecrackers to ward off evil spirits, the 
wearing of traditional dress and huge 
gatherings at Buddhist temples.  

 Project Work 
There are many possibilities for project 
work in Vietnam but most are community 
related. Our tour operators pride 
themselves on choosing projects that are 
both responsible and sustainable. Typical 
examples would be working with hill tribe 
villages to establish trails, drainage or new 
buildings.   

Price Guide  
Prices vary enormously depending on the 
length and style of trip required, as well as 
the number of participants involved and 
date of departure.  Two week itineraries 
start from around £1600 including flights. 
Extended expeditions can be around 
£3,000 per person, dependent on the 
itinerary and project work costs.  

Regulations & Red Tape 
British passport holders do require a visa 
for visits to Vietnam. A one month visa 
currently costs £38 for British passport 
holders. A full passport, valid for at least 1 
month after the expiration of your visa is 
also required. 

Useful Addresses 
Embassy, Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
12 Victoria Road, London W8 5RD 
Tel: 0207 937 1912.  
Web: www.vietnamembassy.org.uk  
Open: Mon-Fri 0930-1230 (for visas) 

Vietnamese National Administration of 
Tourism: Web: www.vietnamtourism.com  

More Information 
To discuss the travel possibilities that 
Vietnam offers in greater detail and receive 
free independent advice on potential tour 
operators , please contact: 
 
The Specialist Travel Consultancy 
PO Box 514 
Exeter, EX1 9DW 
Tel: 0845 838 7667 
E: info@thestc.co.uk 
W: www.thestc.co.uk 

Geography & Climate 

Vietnam holds great geographical 
variety within its borders including a 
continuous mountain range along its 
western border, tropical forests, 
dramatic  limestone landscapes and 
vast and intricate river Delta. 

Vietnam’s climate varies greatly due to 
its diversity of geographical zones and 
wide latitudinal range. You can visit 
year round, but due to its tropical 
climate, rainfall should be expected at 
any time of year.  It is difficult to give a 
definitive “best time” of year to travel as 
what might be a good month in the 
north, is likely to have poor weather in 
the south.  

February to April and also November 
are generally considered to be the 
optimum times to visit. If you plan to 
just visit the north of the country, then 
our winter months are best, but the 
temperature can be cold, especially in 
the mountains. The south tends to be 
hot during our summer, with heavy 
rains in early autumn.  

In summary, don’t let the weather 
dictate when you go - just make sure 
you go! You’ll have a great time 
whatever the weather! 
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Images courtesy of World Expeditions, Exodus, Istockphoto.com & Bigstockphoto.com 


